Germany Opposed to Intervention

this Cabinet was involved in the serious embarrassment
of the Irish question.

Germany and Austria were further convinced of the
pacific intentions of the Entente; and the correspondence
of the Wilhelmstrasse as of the Ballplatz contained
frequent expression of this confidence from the begin-
ning of the crisis down to the very last day: Berlin and
Vienna hoped that Paris and London, anxious to maintain
peace, would prevent St, Petersburg from taking action.

Thus two facts emerge from the foregoing arguments:

1.  The thesis of "localization" was merely an attempt
to manoeuvre Russia, who could not remain passive
without putting herself at a serious disadvantage, into
a false position in the eyes of a public opinion ignorant
of the secret intentions of the Central Empires.

2.  Counting on the pacific attitude of the Entente^
Germany and Austria thought that perhaps Serbia might
be crushed without Russia's intervening in her defence;
but if she did come to Serbia's assistance, they hoped
that the guilt of having disturbed the peace of Europe
might be laid at her door.
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